INTRODUCTION TO CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, Spring 2004
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 *ANTH 200 (21900) - TU 9:30-10:45 – Bluemont 101                               

  *Note: no recitation section is required for this course! 

Dr. Janet Benson 

Waters 209

janet@ksu.edu  

                                                            


Tel: 532-4979  

                                                           

http://www-personal.ksu.edu/~janet 

                                                  Office hours: 2:30-3:30 TU or by appointment                           
**IMPORTANT: ALL STUDENTS MUST ENROLL IN K-STATE ONLINE!  Please go to online.ksu.edu and follow instructions. 

Required Texts: Haviland, Cultural Anthropology (10th ed.); Study Guide and Workbook (to accompany Haviland); Thomas, The Harmless People; Heider, Grand Valley Dani. 

Note: one-page guides for the last two books are linked to the copy of this syllabus posted on the web under my personal website; they are also available through K-State Online. You will find the required Study Guide and Workbook useful for exam preparation. 

Introduction: 

What do all humans have in common? Why do beliefs and practices vary from one society to another? Explaining our remarkable capacity for culture--the customary, learned behavior of all people, everywhere--is cultural anthropology’s goal. No other discipline has so broad a perspective or offers so much insight into so many contemporary issues. A knowledge of anthropology helps us understand ourselves and appreciate cultural differences when we travel. It also helps us communicate with others at home and abroad, an important skill when our students, clients, customers, or fellow workers are likely to come from different cultural backgrounds than our own. Most importantly, an understanding of others’ perspectives is essential for survival in a world increasingly integrated by mass communications, trade, and transportation. 
The goals of this course are to: 

1. Introduce the perspective and methods of cultural anthropology. 

2. Present anthropology’s most significant findings about human culture. 

3. Illustrate the importance of culture in everyday life and the relationship between   culture and the individual. 

  CLASS SCHEDULE:
     Week       Topic 

     1              Jan. 22 - Introduction 

     2              The Nature of Anthropology 

                     Jan. 27 - Haviland Ch. 1: see maps and pages 2 -14 

                     Jan. 29 - Haviland, 15-31; Thomas (The Harmless People), Ch. 1-3 

Please note: The Harmless People  is not on Exam 1 but will be discussed during week 7 and covered on Exam 2. (Study Guide on line)

     3              The Nature of Culture; Language and Communication 

                     Feb. 3  -Haviland, Ch. 2, 32-53 

                     Feb. 5 - Haviland, Ch. 4, 88 -106; Thomas, Ch. 4-5
     4              Language and Communication; Growing Up Human 

                     Feb. 10 - Haviland Ch. 4, 106-116 

                     Feb. 12 - Haviland Ch. 5, 118-147; Thomas, Ch. 6-8
     5              Patterns of Subsistence 

                     Feb. 17 - EXAM 1 

                     Feb. 19 - Haviland Ch. 6, 148 -179; Thomas, Ch. 9-11 

     6              Economic Systems; Sex and Marriage 

                     Feb. 24 - Haviland Ch. 7, 180 - 209 

                     Feb. 26 - Haviland Ch. 8, 210 – 241; Thomas, Ch. 12-14 

     7              The Bushmen of the Kalahari 

                     March 2 - “The Hunters” 

                     March 4  - Thomas, Ch. 15 and Epilogue 

                
(Study Guide on line)

     8              Family and Household 

                     March  9 - Haviland, Ch. 9, 242 - 258 

                     March 11 - Haviland, Ch. 9, 258 - 266 

     9              Kinship and Descent 

                     March 16  - EXAM 2 

                     March 18 - Haviland, Ch. 10, 268 -285 
           SPRING BREAK March 22-26

Begin reading Heider’s Grand Valley Dani (to be discussed in week 14 and covered on Exam 4). Study Guide on line. 

     10            Kinship and Descent, cont.; Grouping by Sex... 

                     March  30 - Haviland, Ch. 10, 285 -295 

                     April 1 - Haviland, Ch. 11, 296 -321; Heider, Ch. 1 

     11            Political Organization 

                     April 6 -  Haviland, Ch. 12, 322 -333 

                     April 8  -  Haviland, Ch. 12, 333-358; Heider, Ch. 2 

     12            Culture and the Supernatural 

                     April 13 -   Haviland, Ch. 13, 360-377 

                     April 15  - Haviland, Ch. 13, 377-387; Ch. 3 

     13            The Arts 

                     April 20 - EXAM 3 

                     April 22 - Haviland, Ch. 14, 388-414; Ch. 4
     14            The Dani 

                     April 27  - “Dead Birds” 

                     April 29  - Heider, Ch. 5-6
                
(Study Guide on line) 

     15            Cultural Change 

                     May 4  - Haviland, Ch. 15, 418-432 

                     May 6 - Haviland, Ch. 15, 432-450 

     16            Anthropology and the Future 

                     May 11 - Haviland, Ch. 16, 452-464 

                     May 13 - Haviland, Ch. 16, 465-485

Final Exam:  Friday May 21, 2:00 - 3:50 p.m. (Bluemont 101)
(Non-comprehensive: that is, it will cover the last four weeks of lectures and readings only and will receive the same number of points as the other exams.) 

STUDY TIPS 

To do well in this course, you should: 1) keep up with the readings; 2) take good notes; and 3) attend lectures regularly. If you read the chapter before the lectures for that week, you will find it much easier to prepare for tests. The Haviland Study Guide and Workbook will be very helpful in test preparation; you should also make use of the on-line study guides linked to ethnographies. 

Course Requirements: 
1. You are responsible for all assignments and any schedule changes which may be announced in class. 

2. Students are expected to attend lectures, complete the readings, and take 4 exams. Additional in-class exercises or internet exercises may be assigned. 

3. NO EARLY EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN; PLEASE NOTE TEST DATES NOW. Students who miss exams due to documented emergencies (serious illness, deaths in the family) or important university business should notify the instructor as soon as possible and present a letter verifying reasons for absence. 

Grading: 

Exams = 100 points each 

Total points = 400 

Final Grade Scale: 

A = 360 - 400 points   
D = 240 - 278 points 

B = 320 - 358 points   
F =  000 - 238 points 

C = 280 - 318 points 

Plagiarism Policy:
Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses. The Undergraduate Honor System applies to everyone enrolled at Kansas State. A grade of XF can result from a breach of academic honesty. An XF would be failure of the course with the X on the transcript indicating failure as a result of cheating. For more information, visit the Honor System web page: http://www.ksu.edu/honor 

Students with Disabilities: 

If you require special assistance of any kind due to a disability, please notify me within the first two weeks of class. I will try to accommodate you or find help within the university. 

Questions? Problems? E-mail me (janet@ksu.edu) or telephone 532-4979. (I check my e-mail more frequently than my phone!) 
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