ANTH 200 – Dr. Janet Benson

STUDY GUIDE FOR Grand Valley Dani: Peaceful Warriors
Please note: This book describes the people who appear in the film “Dead Birds” as they lived in the 1960s, just before the Dutch colonial government ended the warfare. As explained in the last chapter of this book, many changes have taken place since then. Western New Guinea is now a province of Indonesia, Irian Jaya, and the Dani are under intense acculturation pressure.

1. Where do the Dani live?

2. What cultural and linguistic term is often used for the Dani and related people?

3. What ethical problems did anthropologists face in studying the Dani?

4. What two foods are basic to Dani diet?

5. Whan Heider asked, “What do people do?”, what did Dani children most commonly reply?

6. How could the Dani get by with a counting system which only went up to three?

7. What was the main purpose of most Dani ritual?

8. According to Heider, why does the film “Dead Birds” give a somewhat misleading impression of the Dani?

9. Why is the pig feast such an important ceremony?

10. Were the Dani a “Stone Age” culture before European contact? Why or why not?

11. What factors would an architect have to consider in designing new men’s houses for the Dani?

12. How do Dani men become leaders?

13. According to Heider and visiting botanists, was the Dani system of horticulture effective in feeding the population? Why or why not?

14. What was the sexual division of labor like? 

15. What kinship groups did the Dani have, and what did they do?

16. Did the Dani hae any permanent political units in pre-contact times?

17. What kinds of conflict were common among Dani, and what kind of conflict resolution procedures did they have?

18. According to Heider, the ethnographer, why did the Dani go to war?

19. According to the Dani, the insiders, why did they go to war (distinguish ritual/secular phases of warfare)?

20. What is a “Big Man” among the Dani?

21. What role did ghosts play in Dani warfare?

22. What kinds of recent changes have affected the Dani with regard to male and female responsibilities, economic life, political organization, and their relationship to the outside world?

