STUDY GUIDE for The Harmless People –ANTH 200 -- Dr. Janet Benson
Note: This book is based on research carried out by the Marshalls in the 1950s, with a later update. Most Bushmen no longer lead a nomadic way of life. We will refer again to recent changes (see Epilogue) during the last part of the course. Southwest Africa is now the independent African nation of Namibia, and Bechuanaland has become the new country of Botswana.

The name Ju/’hoansi used in Haviland is the same word, with a different spelling, which the people in this book used to describe themselves: zhu twa si. The “t” is actually a click as the Bushmen use several different clicks as phonemes.

1. Why is this book called The Harmless People?

2. Where do the Bushmen live?

3. The Bushmen speak languages of which unique language family?

4. Why was detailed knowledge of the environment important to them?

5. What is the most basic social unit among nomadic groups?

6. What good reasons did the Bushmen have for avoiding strangers?

7. How did Bushmen avoid conflict?

8. How do their attitudes about animals contrast with our own? Why?

9. What was the most important tool used by women?

10. What water sources did Bushman foragers use?

11. What kind of housing or living areas did they construct?

12. What attitudes toward marriage, divorce, and adultery do the Bushmen hold?

13. What does men’s work consist of among nomadic Bushmen? Women’s work? To what extent do their responsibilities overlap?

14. Where did a Bushman husband usually live after marriage? Why?

15. What technological innovation allowed the Bushmen to be highly effective hunters even without the use of guns?

16. What was the purpose of the medicine dances?

17. Why was sharing essential to Bushmen survival?

18. What were the rules of sharing?

19. How were young children, old people, the disabled, and pregnant women provided for?

Epilogue (Questions from this section may be included in the final exam)

20. How did the commercial ranching activities of white South African farmers affect Bushman life after World War II?

21. How have commercialization and political changes during the last thirty years affected the Bushmen?

22. What collective efforts at creating a new life for themselves have the people made?  
