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Education Ph.D. 1987  University of Georgia, Athens, GA  Entomology (Ecology emphasis)
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Positions Held

2008-present  Edwin G. Brychta Professor of Biology, Division of Biology, Kansas State University
2006-present  University Distinguished Professor, Division of Biology, Kansas State University
2001-2006 Professor, Division of Biology, Kansas State University

1999-present  Director and PI, Konza Prairie Long-Term Ecological Research (LTER) Program
1997-2001 Associate Professor, Division of Biology, Kansas State University

1992-1997 Assistant Professor, Division of Biology, Kansas State University

1991-1992 Research Scientist, Dept Entomology (Soil Ecology Program), Ohio State University
1988-1991 Senior Researcher, Dept Entomology (Soil Ecology Program), Ohio State University
1987-1988 Postdoctoral Associate, Department of Entomology, University of Georgia

Research Interests

Ecosystem ecology and terrestrial biogeochemistry; Grasslands and global change; Soil ecology,
including decomposition, soil nutrient cycling, litter/soil/plant nutrient dynamics; Effects of climate
change and other disturbances on ecosystem processes; Restoration ecology; Ecology of soil invertebrates.

Courses Taught

Principles of Biology (BIOL 198), 1992 - present
Fundamentals of Ecology (BIOL 529), 1993 - present
Ecology Laboratory (BIOL 632), 2003 - present
Nutrient Dynamics (BIOL 826), 1994 - present
Presentations in Ecology (BIOL 862), 1994 - 2002
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Major Grants Funded (approx. $30M in funded projects; $13M as Pl and $17M as Co-Pl)

Collaborative research: Convergence and contingencies in savanna grasslands. M.D. Smith (PI-Yale)
A.K. Knapp (PI-CSU), and S.L. Collins (PI-UNM), J.M. Blair (PI-KSU)

Funding Agency: NSF

Duration: 2009 - 2012

Award Amount:  $707,000 ($64,063 KSU portion)

LTER VI: Grassland dynamics and long-term trajectories of change. J.M. Blair (PI), W.K. Dodds, D.C.
Hartnett, A. Joern, J.B. Nippert and others

Funding Agency: NSF Long-Term Ecological Research Program

Duration: 2008 — 2014

Award Amount:  $5,640,000

Collaborative Research: Interactive Effects of Altered Rainfall Timing and Elevated Temperature on Soil
Communities and Processes. J.M. Blair (PI), and A.K. Knapp

Funding Agency: DOE/NICCR
Period Covered: 2007 — 2010
Award Amount:  $502,552 ($365,992 KSU portion)

Grassland structure and function in response to warming and more extreme precipitation patterns. A.K.
Knapp (PI), J.M. Blair (Co-PI), and M.D. Smith

Funding Agency: UDSA/NRI Managed Ecosystems Program

Period Covered: 2003 — 2006

Award Amount:  $399,648 ($148,108 to KSU)

En-Gen: Ecological Genomics of Soil Nematode Community Responses: Model and Non-Model
Approaches. M.H. Herman (PI), K.L. Jones, T.C. Todd and J.M. Blair (Co-PI)

Funding Agency: NSF Environmental Genomics Program

Period Covered: 2007 — 2010

Award Amount:  $622,598

Understanding and Forecasting Ecological Change: Causes, Trajectories and Consequences of
Environmental Change in the Central Plains. W.K. Dodds (PI), J.M. Blair (Co-Pl), and J. Harrington
Funding Agency: NSF EPSCoR Program
Period Covered: 2006 — 2009
Award Amount:  $3,263,478

Collaborative research: Convergence and contingencies in savanna grasslands. A.K. Knapp (PI-CSU), J.M.
Blair (PI-KSU), M. Smith (PI-Yale) and S.L. Collins (PI-UNM)

Funding Agency: NSF Ecology & Ecosystems Programs

Period Covered: 2005 — 2009

Award Amount:  $830,000 ($150,000 KSU portion)

Collaborative research: LTREB- Long-term ecosystem responses to more extreme precipitation patterns and
warming. J.M. Blair (PI-KSU) and A.K. Knapp (PI-CSU)

Funding Agency: NSF LTREB Program

Period Covered: 2005 — 2010

Award Amount: ~ $300,000 ($202,065 KSU portion)



