Introduction to History: History 100

Kansas State University

Spring 2001

Instructors:

Professor Marion (Buddy) Gray

Eisenhower 202, 532-0367: 24 hour voice mail

Office hours: M.10:00-11:30; W. 3:00-4:00; and by appointment

e-mail: mgray@ksu.edu

Graduate Teaching Assistant: Alan Bearman

Leasure 111 532-2126: 24 hour voice mail.

Office hours: M. 1:00-2:30, U. 10:45-11:45, and by appointment

e-mail: abearman@ksu.edu

I. Books Required: Available From Campus Bookstores

Allen,William Sheridan.  The Nazi Seizure of Power. Revised Edition (New York: Franklin Watts, 1984).

Davies,Margaret Llewelyn, ed.  Life As We Have Known It, by Co-operative Working Women (1931; New York, 1975).
Gies, Frances and Joseph Gies, Women in the Middle Ages: The Lives of Real Women in a Vibrant Age of Transition. (New York, 1978). 

Gies, Joseph and Frances Gies. Life in a Medieval Castle (New York, 1974).

Hunt, Michael H. Lyndon Johnson's War: America's Cold War Crusade in Vitenam, 1945-1968 (New York, 1996).

Olson, James S. and Randy Roberts, eds. My Lai: A Brief History with Documents (Boston & New York, 1998).

Wiesel, Elie  Night (New York, 1960; 1986).

II. Objectives of the Course

Introduction to History is a course about the nature of history, about how historians work, and about the uses of history. The historical topics covered vary from semester to semester, because the course emphasizes ways to understand and use history rather than a specific historical content. History is the study of society's change over time. Those who have studied how society has changed in the past are better equipped to understand the present and to make intelligent decisions about the future. A theme running throughout this semester's material is "community and individuals."

III. Course Syllabus and Materials

The syllabus and supporting materials are available on the World Wide Web. You can access them at: http://www-personal.ksu.edu/~mgray/hist100.htm. They may be downloaded, printed, or read on the computer monitor. To print your own copy using Microsoft Word, go to http://www-personal.ksu.edu/~mgray/hist100.doc.  For those who prefer to obtain a printed hard copy, the materials are available as a packet from the KSU Union Copy Center. 

IV. Course Requirements

1.
Examinations: Three examinations during the semester with short-answer essays and identification questions. Each exam will comprise 20% of the final grade. Make-up exams will be given only to those who present written medical excuses from a medical professional or a university official. Exams cannot be administered at times other than those scheduled. The final examination will consist of one part dealing with general concepts learned throughout the semester and one part focusing on the material covered after the second exam. Feb. 13; April 3; May 7.
2. Optional Project: In place of the second examination, you may elect to use the setting of your hometown or of your family to write a history the Depression and/or World War II. The purpose of this is to give you the opportunity to engage in first-hand historical research. If you intend to pursue this option, you should indicate your intention to do so by e-mail or in class by March 6. The projects will be due April 5 at the latest but will be accepted earlier. It is to your advantage to turn them in close to the time of the second exam. Late papers will be assigned one letter grade lower than they would otherwise earn for each week or portion of a week after the deadline. See Optional History Project description in the course materials.

3. 
Required Outside-of-Class Project: Website Review.  See Instructions on the page entitled "Web Site Review."  Due Feb. 20. The project constitutes 5% of your final grade.
3.
Required Outside-of-Class Project: Oral History Interview. See the instructions on the page entitled "Oral History Project." Due April 19 at the beginning of the class period (and cannot be accepted after the class has begun). The project constitutes 5% of your final grade.

3. Quizzes: There will be seven scheduled 15 minute quizzes: Jan. 25; Feb. 6; Feb. 22; Mar. 8; Mar. 29; Apr. 17; May 3. These cannot be made up if missed. If you are ill, please present a written excuse from a medical professional, and the missed quiz will not be counted against your average. The quizzes altogether will constitute 30% of the final grade.

V. K-STATE ONLINE

Each student is required to set up an account on K-State Online.  Using a browser (Netscape 4.5 or higher is recommended) go to the URL: http://online.ksu.edu/. Click the "Create Account" button.  Fill in the fields appropriately--click the help button on the bottom to see a description of what is expected in each field.  The system requires you to enter your social security number so that it can determine your course enrollment from the Registrar's records. The user-id will be your login name. It is a good idea to use the one you use for other accounts so that it will be easy to remember.  Passwords must be at least 5 characters long, must contain at least one letter and at least one number and cannot contain underscores. The e-mail address you enter should be one that you check regularly.  It may be your official K-State e-mail address, but you may use another if you prefer. 

The reason it is essential for you to subscribe and check the site regularly is because every Friday questions pertaining to the following week's reading and lectures will be sent to the list. These questions will help you organize your reading as well as your lecture notes.  There will also be review questions posted before quizzes and exams.

VI. ACADEMIC HONESTY

All students at Kansas State University are subject to the Honor Code. See http://www.ksu.edu/honor/. The provisions of this code will be followed in this class. For all papers, quizzes and other work, the Honor Pledge is implied, whether or not it is stated: "On my honor, as a student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this academic work."  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.

VII. Students' Responsibilities

1.
Ethical use of computing resources: University computing resources, including K-State Online, are for academic uses only. Abuses of university policy will have serious consequences. Current information technology policies are available at: http://www.ksu.edu/uauc/docs/policy.html. If you experience or know of misuse of university computing resources, please report such activity to the professor, GTA, or an appropriate university official. Any form of harassment via e-mail should be reported immediately.

2. 
Maintaining your own records: It is the student's responsibility to pick up all written and graded work when it is returned. The professor and GTA are not responsible for material not retrieved. You should keep returned work until after you have received your grades for the course. The professor and the teaching assistant are glad to discuss the evaluation of graded work, but such discussions can take place only if the graded work is present. Bring exams or other graded work with you to appointments if you wish to discuss them.

3. Special accommodations: If you require an accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act, please contact me promptly, and I will cooperate fully. 

VII. Schedule of Assignments and Activities

January

U. 11: Introduction: History is not memorizing presidents' and kings' names. History is the study of change over time. History is perspective. Primary and secondary sources in history. 

T. 16: History of Remote Times and Cultures: European Middle Ages. Read Joseph. and Frances. Gies, Life in a Medieval Castle, prologue and Ch. I. What were the purposes of castles?  What do they tell us about the nature of medieval society?

U. 18: Remote Times and Places: Middle Ages. Read Gies, Life in a Medieval Castle Ch. II, III.  How does life inside the castle tell us about medieval values and culture? 

T. 23: Remote Times and Places: Gender and Feudal Society: Read Frances and Joseph Gies, Women in the Middle Ages, Ch. 3, 4. What was a medieval marriage like?  How did a woman and man become married? What did the medieval church say about women's nature?  

U. 25: QUIZ.  The Life of a Great Lady in the Middle Ages. Read Gies, Women in the Middle Ages, Ch. 7.  What kinds of things did Eleanor de Montfort accomplish, and how was it possible for her to do these things? 

T. 30: Remote Times and Places: Farming and Lower Classes. Read Gies, Life in a Medieval Castle, Ch. VIII, XII. How did medieval agriculture shape the lives of the people in villages?

February

U. 1: Women as Spiritual Leaders in the Middle Ages. Read Read F. and Joseph Gies, Women in the Middle Ages, Ch. 5.  What were the accomplishments of Hildegarde of Bingen, and how were they related to the context of her times?

T. 6: QUIZ.  Women as Farmers. Read F. and Joseph Gies, Women in the Middle Ages, Ch. 8. How did peasant women contribute to the wellbeing of society?

U. 8: The Industrial Revolution and the History of Working Women. Read Life as We Have Known It, pp. 1-55  What were the differences between Mrs. Layton's life and life as we know it?

T. 13: FIRST EXAM. Please bring an examination booklet (bluebook) to class. Booklets can be purchased in campus bookstores.

U. 15: Women's History: Biography and Autobiography. Read Life as We Have Known It, pp. 56-80; 136-141. How did the women of the age of the Industrial Revolution cope with their life situations? 

T. 20: Local History and National Events. Read Ch. 1-2 in Allen, Nazi Seizure of Power. What kind of town was Northeim in the 1920s?  (Make note of the "Glossary of Terms" attached to this syllabus.)  Required historical website review is due.

U. 22: QUIZ. Local History and National Events. Read Allen, Ch. 3-4. Why do you believe the Nazi party gained control of the government in Germany?

T. 27: Local History and National Events. Read Allen, Ch. 6-7. What was the relationship between the Great Depression and the rise of Nazism? 

March

U. 1: Local History and National Events. Read Allen, Ch. 8, 10. How much is Nazism a uniquely "German" phenomenon? 

T. 6: Local History and National Events. Read Allen, Ch. 11. How did the Nazis use electorial success?  (Those intending to write the optional history indicate their intent to do so by this date.)

U. 8: QUIZ. Local History and National Events. Read Allen, Ch. 17. How did Nazi culture become part of the routine of everyday life through the uses of electoral success? 

T. 13: Terror and Atrocities. Read Allen, Ch. 12. How did the Nazi dictatorship in its early years affect those who opposed the regime? In class we shall look at Nazi policies toward Jews and other victims. 

U. 15: War and Everyday Life. Read Allen, Ch.19. How did people's search for security and community lead to history's most devastating war?

(Spring Break) Recommended: use this opportunity to read Night. 

T. 27: "Remembering" History. Read Elie Wiesel, Night, pp. 1-43. How did Elie Wiesel's community initially react to the Nazi threat, and why?

U. 29: QUIZ.  The Holocaust From Victims' Perspectives. Read Night, pp. 45-109. What were the victims' devices for enduring the horror of their encampment? 

April

T. 3: SECOND EXAM. Please bring a new examination booklet to the exam.

U. 5: Recent History: Vietnam and America: two Cultures. In Michael J. Hunt, Lyndon Johnson's War, read the Preface and Ch. 1. How did Americans initially become involved in Vietnam? [Optional personal histories of WWII or Depression era due.] 

T. 10: Recent History: Vietnam. Read Lyndon Johnson's War, Ch. 2. Who was Ho Chi Minh?  Historical Review of film or play due. 

U. 12: Recent History: Vietnam divided. Read Lyndon Johnson's War, Ch. 3. What were the American interests in Vietnam?

T. 17: QUIZ. Recent History: Vietnam. Read Lyndon Johnson's War, Ch. 4. What was the nature of the war? 

U. 19: Recent History: Vietnam.In James S. Olson and Randy Roberts, My Lai, read the introduction (pp. 1-25). Why did the My Lai massacre happen? 

T.  24: Recent History: Oral History as a technique of research: Report is due at beginning of class. Interview a person who had some connection with Kansas State University between 1963 and 1975. Following good procedures for oral interviews, ask the interviewee to describe the most important event or change which occurred at KSU in the 1960s. Use the guidelines in your course materials in conducting your project. We shall discuss this in class. The report will count as equivalent of one quiz. 

U. 26: Recent History: Vietnam. Read My Lai, Ch 1, 2, 3 (pp. 26-54). Why do the sources tell completely differing stories?

May

T. 1: Recent History: Vietnam. Read My Lai, Ch. 8. Who was culpable? 

U. 3: QUIZ. Recent History: Vietnam. Read Lyndon Johnson's War, Ch. 5.  What is the legacy of the war? 

Monday May 7: FINAL EXAMINATION 2:00-3:50 p.m.

GUIDELINES FOR OPTIONAL HISTORY OF THE DEPRESSION

OR WORLD WAR II

1. Using William Sheridan Allen's research as a model, use oral history sources. Locate at least two individuals who lived through the events you are describing. These will serve as your sources in oral history. In addition to oral history, use at least one other type of primary source and at least one secondary source. Identify your sources in a bibliography at the end of the paper. (See point 9 for information on encyclopedia articles.)

2. You may choose to write of the experience of one family during the depression and/or World War II, or you may write about the experience of a community of people. The sources and the account should stress local, personal experiences, not the activities of governments. 

3. As you locate your sources and collect your data, continually develop and focus on a specific theme for your history. Themes must deal with larger issues than your family or your relative. Themes might be, for example: "One Family Prospers While Others Suffer"; "Enduring the Depression in a Small Kansas Town"; "Families Suffered Many Losses in World War II"; "The Depression and War Cause Geographic Mobility"; or "Growing Up Female During the War;" "African-American Soldiers Fought Bravely but Endured Discrimination;" or "The U.S. Army: An Experiment in Improved Race Relations in World War II." You will probably not know your theme until you have begun your research, but the more systematically you identify a specific theme, the more successful you will be in presenting an interpretation, rather than a summary, of events. Recall Allen's theme of community in crisis in Northeim.

4. Be sure to place the events you describe in a broader historical context. You will most likely use secondary sources to help you do this. 

5. The paper will be judged on quality, not length, but you should aim for  a paper of ten to fiften pages in length, typed and double-spaced. It is not required that you deal with both the depression and the war. Limit your theme in order to your project manageable. While the emphasis is on quality, not length, too short a paper could lack the substance to be judged of high quality. Too long a paper may be wordy and unfocussed. 

Give attention to your writing style. Use correct grammar, punctuation and spelling. Do not turn in a rough draft. Write your paper, put it away, reread it, and revise it, to produce the final, polished version. 

7. Illustrations (pictures or copies of original documents) can enhance your account if used judiciously. If you choose to include them, copy them with a high-quality copy machine; do not turn in original photographs or documents. If you use photos or illustrations as one type of your primary sources, then you must show how they helped you interpret the material. They are in this case more than illustrations. 

8. Use footnotes or endnotes to help your reader understand how you conducted your research. 

9. Bibliography: Include a bibliography. Identify which of your sources are primary and which are secondary. You may use encyclopedia articles for background and context, but not young people's encyclopedias such as World Book. Use the following as examples of how to cite sources: 

Sample Bibliographic Styles

Book:

Divine, Robert A. Roosevelt and World War II. New York: Penguin Books, 1969. 

Edited Book:

Rosenman, Samuel, ed. The Public Papers and Addresses of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 13 vols. New York: Russell and Russell, 1938-1950). 

Periodical Article:

Bullitt, William, "How We Won the War and Lost the Peace," Life 25 (August 30, 1948): 94-101. 

Interview:

Roemer, Merle A. Interview with author, Goodland, KS, March 25, 1998. 

World Wide Web

"Welsh Castle Tours," http://vi.uh.edu/pages/castlepage.html

HISTORICAL WEBSITE REVIEW

Using a web search engine, locate a website on a topic related to one of the subjects on our syllabus.  Find one that is attractive and useful to you. Prepare a brief, typed report, containing the following information:

1. What is the URL (the website address)?  

2. Who created this website, and for what purpose?

3. Do you find it reliable as history, and why or why not?

4. How does this website relate to a topic of our course? 

5. What is the most important insight that you gain from this website 

==================================================================================

Some things to be aware of when locating material on the World Wide Web:

Anyone can put anything on the web.  Therefore, it is up to the user of the web to carefully assess the quality of the information he or she is finding.  A first thing to look at is the URL (website address) which can tell you some things about the things the owner of the computer where the web page is located. 

If the URL ends in .edu (as in ksu.edu), you can safely assume that the material originates from a university or an institution of higher education. This does not mean, however, that the university has sanctioned the material, or that it is to be trusted. Using internal information, check out the author of the material.  Is it a faculty member or a student?  What is the author's purpose in posting the material?  Is the material actually authored by the person who placed it there, or is it, for example, a primary historical source placed on the web to make it accessible?  

If the URL ends in .com you need to be extremely skeptical. This is the designation for private corporations, and the objective, in one way or another, is profit. Truth and accuracy may or may not play any role in the creation of the material on the web page you are looking at.  This does not rule out the possibility of finding useful material, but be extremely skeptical.

If the URL ends in .org this means it originates from a non-profit corporation.  Use common sense and skepticism.  Organizations can have a definite purpose of influencing the people who come to their websites, even though economic profit may not be their motive.  Ask the same questions you would ask when dealing with a .edu page.  

If the URL ends in .gov it is a page placed on the web by a government agency.  Governments have the responsibility of giving true and accurate information to their people, but skepticism is still called for.  

There are many other designations besides those listed here. If the material originates from outside the U.S., it may have an ending that designates that country.  For example, the designation .uk indicates the United Kingdom (England) and .de indicates Germany (Deutschland).  

The main issue to be aware of is that while you can find extremely useful material on the world wide web, you have no assurance that what you find is accurate or truthful. Use caution and good judgement before deciding any information you find is useful to you.

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT: KSU BETWEEN 1963 AND 1973

The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to conduct a small, but meaningful, history research project. Oral history is a method used by many historians, and a collective project, yielding comparative information, can yield important results. The significance of your results will become apparent when the information is discussed in class. 

1. Select a person to interview who in some way or another had a relationship with Kansas State University between the years 1963 and 1973 (during the era of the U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War). The greater the variety of persons interviewed, the more significant will be the results. It will be relatively easy to find a professor who was on the faculty at that time. Perhaps you know someone who was a student. Perhaps a custodian or food-service worker with whom you have contact was on the staff then. Perhaps your landlady or landlord was at that time renting to students. Maybe you have a relative who was a student at KSU in the 1960s. Be creative in deciding whom to ask for an interview. If you are having trouble, Professor Gray or Mrs. Bruce will be happy to make some suggestions. 

 2. Request an appointment with your interviewee in advance. Be polite. Explain carefully the nature of the assignment, and stress that you will not need more than ten minutes of the person's time. 

3. When you meet with your interviewee, request permission to use his or her name in reporting your information to your instructor. Emphasize that while the results of the interview may be discussed in class, they will by no means be made public, and the person's name will not be mentioned in connection with the discussion. Your instructor will keep the name confidential and return the report of the interview to you. If the interviewee declines to allow you to use his or her name but consents to the interview, proceed, promising that you will respect his or her privacy. Do not record the person's name, but in this case, discuss this circumstance with Professor Gray in order to receive credit for the assignment.   

4. Explain that the fourth question is the only one that requires any thought or discussion. The first three are designed to help interpret the real question, the fourth.   

5. Proceed with the interview and make notes of your results. Use a tape recorder if you wish and if your interviewee consents to this. Type your results to be turned in. Length will depend in part on your interviewee. One page will in most cases be sufficient. 

Interview Information

1. What is the name of the interviewee?  

2. What was the interviewee's relationship to KSU between 1963 and 1973? (For example: was newly hired assistant professor. Or rented rooms to students.)   

3. How has the interviewee's relationship to the university changed since then? (For example, now a full professor and department head. Or, no longer rents to students because students prefer to live in self-contained apartments.) 

4. Interviewee's response to the question: "What do you feel was the most important event or change that occurred on the KSU campus in the late 1960s or early 1970s?" 

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES

Identify each of the following as primary, secondary, or a combination of both, and be prepared to explain why you label each source as you do: 

1. Arrowhead dating from ca. 1700 A.D., discovered in 1967 in Riley County. 

2. A book about the history of your town written by a long-time resident of the town (now living in a retirement home). 

3. W.S. Allen, The Nazi Seizure of Power, 2nd edition, New York: Franklin Watts, 1984. 

4. Interview with Willi Stoph, resident of Northeim in 1930s. Interview was conducted in 1960s but the interview concerns events in the 1930s. 

5. Film about the Russian Revolution made in the USA in 1919 (shortly after the revolution). 

6. Florence Horn Bryan, Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906): Champion of Women's Rights, Messner, 1947. 

7. Article in this week's Collegian about the recent events in the former states of Yugoslovia. 

8. The movie, "Dude, Where's My Car?"

9. The movie, "Schindler's List." 

10. Alex Haley, Roots, New York: Doubleday, 1976. (The story of an African-American family's history from African origins, through slavery and into the contemporary era.) 

11. Thomas Childers, "The Social Language of Politics in Germany: The . . . Weimar Republic," American Historical Review 95 (1990): 331-358. 

12. Eve Merriam (ed.), Growing Up Female in America: Ten Lives. New York: Dell, 1973. 

True or False, and why?

1. Secondary sources are more reliable than primary sources because they are less biased. 

2. Historians use primary sources because they are more objective. 

GLOSSARY OF SOME IMPORTANT TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONSPRIVATE 

FROM WILLIAM SHERIDAN ALLEN'S NAZI SEIZURE OF POWER
Blackshirts:  a popular name for the SS (see below) because of their uniform.

Brownshirts:  a popular name of the SA (see below) because of their uniform.

DNVP (Deutschnationale Volkspartei), German National People's Party, also known as the "Nationalist Party."

DVP (Deutsche Volkspartei), German People's Party, commonly called the "People's Party."

GGZ (Göttingen-Grubenhagensche Zeitung), Göttingen Grubenhagen Newspaper, a right-wing newspaper primarily supporting the nationalist party but also favorable to the Nazis.

GV (Göttinger Volksblatt), Göttingen People's Page, a socialist newspaper from the nearby university town of Göttingen which sometimes used red ink to sensationally publicize scandals.

Hört! Hört! (Listen! Listen!), Nazi newspaper.

Horst Wessel Song, a Nazi "anthem" and rallying song for the party; it commemorated Horst Wessel, a storm trooper killed by a political enemy of Nazism.  After 1933 the Horst Wessel Song was frequently played immediately following the German National Anthem.

KPD (Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands), Communist Party of Germany.

NB (Northeimer Beobachter), Northeim Observer, local Nazi newspaper.

Nationalist Party. See DNVP, which is sometimes referred to as the Nationalist Party.

NNN (Northeimer Neueste Nachrichten), Northeim Newest News, Northeim's politically moderate newspaper.  It generally followed the line of the People's Party, but it was sometimes favorable to the Nazis.

Northeimer Echo, weekly local "pepsheet" of the Reichsbanner (see below).

NSDAP (Nationalsozialistische deutsche Arbeiterspartei), National Socialist German Worker's Party.  Usually called the Nazi Party.

People's Party. See DVP. 

Reichsbanner, Imperial Banner, the paramilitary organization for the defense of the Republic. Comprised of members of all parties that supported the Republic.  Socialists played a leading role.

SA (Sturmabteilung), Storm Section or Storm Troopers, the paramilitary branch of the Nazi Party.

Socialists = SPD = Social Democrats 

SPD (Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands), Social Democratic Party of Germany, the "Socialist Party."  Its membership came from the working class, and it had a revolutionary rhetoric, but it staunchly supported the Weimar Republic.

SS (Schutzstaffel), Protective Force, an elite Nazi paramilitary group originally founded as a bodyguard for Hitler.

Stahlhelm, Steel Helmet, a paramilitary branch of the DNVP (Nationalist Party).

Volksblatt = Göttinger Volksblatt (above).

1
8

